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T he two of us were an unlikely pairing. 
Not like peanut butter and jelly. Or 
macaroni and cheese. Or even Jackie 

Chan and Chris Tucker.
We were more like Rob Lowe and Taco 

Bell. (It’s up to you to decide which one of us 
is which.) 

Our very first day in charge, Balmeo re-
marked, “You two have skill sets that comple-
ment each other very well,” which was her 
polite way of saying we had little in common. 
But this arranged marriage had to work. We 
had to keep El Estoque afloat. 

We’re still not sure whether or not we suc-
ceeded. Some times we were like Pam and Jim 

and some times we were like Tom and Jerry. 
But, somehow, we managed to produce eight 
i s s u e s , 
keep the 
w e b s i t e 
u p d a t e d 
and made 
it to the 
end of our 
run with-
out all our 
hair fall-
ing out. (Although one of us has seen a couple 
of black hairs turn gray over the course of the 
year.) 

But now that it’s all over we can both firmly 
say it was worth it. All the long nights. All the 

a r g u -
ment s. 
All the 
c r a z i -
n e s s . 
It was 
1 0 0 
percent 
w o r t h 
it.

Last May in our very first letter we wrote 
that each of us has the ability to do something 
incredible. And that our ability to do great 
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things doesn’t come from being editor or a 
club officer or the head of a leadership com-
mission. It’s something that happens when we 
care about our community — whether that’s 
our school or our sports team or something 
else entirely. 

Over the last year we have seen that senti-
ment proven time and time again. We see our 
staff writers venture into the unknown each 
month to tackle complex topics like domestic 
abuse and minority issues. We see them pitch 
stories at the beginning of each month. We 
see them work tirelessly to finish pages on 
Friday late nights. And we see them return to 
class the next Monday, ready to start the pro-
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cess all over again.
We would be nothing without all the writ-

ers, editors, designers, artists and photogra-
phers who work everyday to keep this pub-
lication running. We would also be nothing 
without our readers. Whether you love us or 
hate us, we love you. Our work is meaningless 
if no one reads it. (Hopefully there are still a 
few of you out there.)

Finally, we would be nothing without our 
vision, which was simply: “Don’t screw up.”

Which may not sound too difficult. But 
when you walk into A111 and see that El Es-
toque has won so many awards that we use 
one of our trophies as a pen holder, the stan-

dard for success can seem higher than “Try 
your best!”

And as Balmeo walked toward her car 
following our final late night last Friday, she 
yelled “You’re not responsible for the great 
journalism catastrophe of 2015.”

So this it. And with our one-year anniver-
sary having just passed, it’s also time for our 
partnership to come to an end.

And it’s up to you to decide whether we 
were more like “I Love Lucy” or “Jon & Kate 
Plus 8.”
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