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s a publication, it is rare that we
cover tragedy. Certainly we ex-

amine topics that are uncomfort-

able and controversial regularly
— things like domestic abuse,
cancer, stress anxiety and bully-
ing. But we almost never report
on topics that affect us so inti-
mately that they can bring tears
to our eyes, cause our hearts to
ache and make us wonder why
did this happen.

However, there are days

when we have to do that. And Oct. 27 was

one of them.

During those late morning hours, as ru-

mors spread like wildfire, as teachers nervous-
ly checked seats, we were reeling in A111 in

the same way that everybody else was. We
wanted to know. We wanted to do something.

But, we didn’t spend that brunch assigning
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pitches or gathering information. We spent it
scared, confused and devastated like every-

one else on campus.

Surrounded by so much emo-
tion and tension, it was impos-
sible for us break the news first
and at the same time offer a fair
recounting of that morning’s
events. We recognized that it was
our obligation to publish sensi-
tive, fair and correct information,
which required time and patience

that we frankly did not have at 11:00 on that
Monday morning. So we waited.
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On Tuesday, our news staff published a
brief based on preliminary reports and a few
short interviews. But in many ways, we were
still waiting. On the same day, several MVHS
students created a Facebook event; there
would be a candlelight vigil for the fallen Mat-
ador the following day.

And on Wednesday — minutes before the
student’s identity was publicized over the PA
system and minutes before lunch began — we
published an editorial stating that everyone on
campus knew Ethan, even if they had never
met him before and that all MVHS students
should attend his vigil to pay their respects for
him.

We waited through the vigil on Wednesday.
Certainly, we held candles and we grieved
next to more more than 800 parents, teachers,
students and staff. But we did not report be-
cause we decided that it was more important
to be students than reporters.

Despite our waiting, members of the com-
munity were critical of our coverage, most
notably the editorial published on Wednesday.
We were criticized for trying to force a con-
nection and accused of blindly celebrating the
life of a student we barely even knew.

It's easy to think now that we have fin-
ished our period of waiting. Many weeks have
passed, many of us have moved on. In many

ways, things have returned to normal. But, we
hope you remember that more than our city
laws have changed.

We may no longer grieve in public. We
may no longer remember just what was said
on Wednesday night. We may no longer think
of the memorial as we drive down McClellan
each morning on our way to school.

But we hope you recognize that we, as both
individuals and a community, have changed.
Because we will never forget Oct. 27, 2014.
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